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photographs of church meetings among
II
the US military in world war 11
robert C freeman dennis A wright and richard neitzel holzapfel

II US service personnel found themselves
n the dark days ofworld war 11
1 suddenly far from home uprooted not only from the physical safety of
their native soil but also from the nourishment of loved ones and religious
fellowship in the spiritual desert of war latter day saints in the military
did what they could to tap into the well
wellsprings
springs of their faith as these
photographs of mormon meetings attest
the war that brought about unparalleled devastation around the
world also resulted in unparalleled numbers of photographs making
II the best documented event up to that time in history of
world war 11
these millions of photographs the most familiar are the shocking images
such as those of the attack on pearl harbor which will be forever printed
on the public consciousness however even in the midst of the brutality
some happy moments were recorded on film we present here a few of
those hopeful images now returning to light from dusty albums old
trunks and long forgotten personal records images memorable as testimonials to faith that shines through the long night of war

in

historical context of the photographs

all the branches of the military immediately established services to
document every theater of war the united states armed forces recorded
every aspect of recruiting training deployment and combat activities
additionally the US government allowed more magazines newspapers
newsreel producers news photo services and wire services to cover the war
than in world war 1I finally individual service personnel also documented
their own activities
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in this context latter day saints in military service made their own
record in the midst of the great conflict members of the church gathered to
pray sing and perform the ordinances of the gospel overcoming obstacles by
ingenuity and faith
provenance of the photographs

the

images printed here come from an increasingly large collection
resulting from the saints at war project this collection includes records in
various media of the life stories of latter days saints who served in the
11
military during world war II
the saints at war project began two years ago when two faculty members in the church history and doctrine department at brigham young
university were moved by the work of recent historians retelling the story
II veterans professors robert C freeman and dennis A
of world war 11
wright wanted to honor war veterans of their own acquaintance including
schoolteachery
school teachers and owners
former scoutmasters
scout masters bishops home teachers schoolteachers
of hometown businesses many of these were faithful latter day saints
who after the war returned home to build productive lives for themselves
and their families
the saints at war project is the largest attempt to collect the stories of
11 the chief objective
latter day saint service personnel in world war II
of the project is to create an archive at the L tom perry special collections
housed in the harold B lee library at brigham young university this
archive will preserve the personal histories journals letters photographs
and other documents contributed by the veterans and their families more
than 1400 life stories have been documented in the project when cataloging
is completed the collection will be available to researchers some of the
man
wani
wari
images from the collection were published in 2001 in the book saints at war
ual
the images that follow give us glimpses of the worship and activities
among latter days saints that provided light to penetrate the daily darkII these photographs show soldiers and supness known as world war 11
port personnel attending baptismal and sacrament meetings conferences
and holiday gatherings published here for the first time these images show
some gatherings that may not have been noted by anyone besides the attendees and those who knew them
however at least two of the meetings shown here came to the attention of church leaders in salt lake city A small congregation of saints stationed near san francisco received a surprise visit from a general
authority fig 13 and after reading a report of a 1944 conference in foggia italy fig 5 the first presidency sent a letter to four latter day saint
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chaplains in the european theater praising them and blessing them presidents heber J grant J reuben clark and david 0 mckay wrote

we rejoice in the loyalty and the steadfastness of you brethren who are in the
armed forces and who are remaining true to your principles and to your
covenants we invoke upon your heads the blessings of our heavenly father
and ask him to bestow upon you his spirit to help and to guide you we pray
that you may have the peace of the master 2

in these photographs we see men and women caught up in a worldwide
war yet seeking the peace of the master in worship wherever they were
vernon cooley and eldin ricks along
with at least one other chaplain they had
cormons in the
stewardship over 2000 mormons
european theater near the end of the war
FIG

I1i

they were involved in the

conference at
foggia see fig 5 As part of their duties the
chaplains wrote newsletters filled with
encouragement and spiritual advice to the
saints stationed in europe
they also wrote to the families of those in
their charge the fact that many LDS men
seemed to take the church for granted at
home may not necessarily be an indication of
their attitude now many have found themselves overseas they even gave advice on
how to support the troops for example reading the scriptures on the same schedule as their
loved ones in the military shortens the miles
separating them eldin ricks R G gibbons
and V A cooley letter to the family and
loved ones of the LDS man over here no
date photo electronically repaired
1944

courtesy saints at war archive L tom perry special collections
bangham
harn young university provo utah
brigharn
bngham
ue library Brig
harold B lee

robert C freeman robert freemanbyuedu is associate professor of church
co author of saints at war
history and doctrine at BYU and coauthor
dennis A wright dennis wrightbyuedu is associate professor of church history
and doctrine at BYU and co author of saints at war
YU studirichard neitzel holzapfel ho1zapfe1byuedu
holzapfelbyuedu is photographic editor of BBYU
es and associate professor of church history and doctrine at BYU
we would like to thank karen todd for her important contributions in the writing and editing of this article

robert C freeman and dennis A wright saints at war american fork utah
covenant communications 2001
2 heber J grant J reuben clark and david 0 mckay letter to chaplains eldin
ricks R G gibbons timothy irons and vernon A cooley december 271944
1
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latter day saints at a church meeting in france winter 1944 45 sitting
pat murrle
left to right PFC merle R lindsay pvt
murrie godfrey george A lund PT reed R
pat william G Ro
pat albert haskell pvt
pat WW
flins pvt
rollins
burr standing left to right pvt
pat henry L barber all
guarld
gearld obray TEC 5 J M heslop carlos L dodge and pvt
FIG 2 left top

except heslop were members of the 3187th
3187 th signal service battalion

marauder base sardinia
recounts the resourcefulness of his comrades in building this chapel
FIG 3 left bottom

latter day saint chapel

B 26

1944

ken earl

each week everyone was issued cigarette rations beer rations and if
available some candy or other goodies we usually gave the contra word of
wisdom items to friends but then in january 1943 we had the bright idea
of using them to build an LDS chapel down at decimo where the 319th and
320th were located we got permission for a particular location and then
traded our cigarette and beer rations in return for labor brick mortar and a
tile roof when the building which was probably 12 x 20 feet in size was completed in april 1944
194411 invited LDS chaplain eldin ricks to come over from
naples on one of our B 26 s and dedicate the chapel he did so and we had a
large turnout of LDS servicemen from the three groups for the dedication
we used it for our services from then on until we moved to corsica ken
earl personal history saints at war archive 34

latter day saint soldiers holding church services in a field near salerno
italy late july or early august 1944 led by chaplains vernon cooley and eldin ricks
this meeting took place just before the division left for the southern france invasion
four of these men pictured in front of a jeep named deseret can be identified
albert huber back row far left elmer picket back row second from left J L
crawford first row far right and lt rex oxford first row second from right a
members to attend
Craw fords it was not uncommon for non
nonmember friend of
nonmembers
ofcrawfords
crawfordsr
crawfords
meetings with their latter day saint friends during wartime
FIG 4 below

U
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FIG 5

latter day saint confer

foggia italy december
1944 evidence of war clearly
shows behind the men and women
assembled here despite the gloom
of their surroundings those who
attended felt all the joy that can
D S gathering
come from an LLDS
during the two day conference
over a hundred men and
about twenty women attended the
dancing party held on saturday
night in a newsletter from
church headquarters in italy one
observer wrote the conduct of
the party resembled those of a
priesthood quorum dance at
home nothing but the OD uni
um
form reminded one of the real
world that the men had left
ence

at the first conference session
on sunday morning 131 men and
women heard a chaplain advise
them to trust in the lord with all
thy heart and keep your powder
dry that evening ladies pre
dented
sented in MIA fashion a lively pro
gram in word and song one of
the men in attendance said these
meetings are not only a pleasure
but a necessity
the newsletter reporting this
conference also shows details of
weekly church meetings at four
european locations including
florence and marseilles letter
from LDS headquarters italy
december 71944
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2002
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Kun
datter day saint conference dunming
kunming
latter
ming china

1945

Kun
kunming
latter day saint conference dunming
ming china

1945

of servoi
vol
vices and reunions this was the first church conference in china in the spirit of
orvol
ofvol
gunteer
unteer service typical of latter day saints everywhere three enlisted men all returned
missionaries came forward to conduct the meeting when the chaplain assigned to the
conference did not arrive the attendees who arrived by airplane truck and jeep
furroughs by their commanding officers china scene of
were granted special weekend furloughs
conference church news published by deseret news october 201945
20194512 ia
i2
FIG 6

A two day program

saturday evening there was
a banquet in an army mess hall which was brightly decorated with chinese lanterns and
evergreens A short entertainment was presented
china scene of conference
evergreens
church news october 20194512
ia
201945 i2
FIG 7
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U

U S S taulagi
tulagi
latter day saint religious service in the sail locker room of the USS
ulithia atoll for almost
sunday february 18
1945 the ship had been anchored at the ulithi
181945
two weeks while waiting for the marine landing on iwo jima jack marshall navy
ard class personal history saints at war archive 32 33
machinist mate 3rd
FIG 8

U
S S block island august 1945 reading a pocket size ediaboard the U
USS
tion of the church news printed for the military don arlo taylor standing
far left served as the group leader of seventeen latter day saint men on the air
aircraft carrier curtis butler second row far right was a methodist the only
other person identified in this photograph is charles pierce first row far left

FIG 9
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FIG 10
io latter day saint meeting leyte philippine islands november or december
1944 earl duerden is third from left second row charles soberg is standing back row
mayme
maxine tate grimm middle front row of
oftooele utah was the only
wearing a cap maxme

thoele
tooele

female member of the church in
m the philippines at that time by assisting
assistmg in organizing
LDS soldiers a chance to
church meetings and area conferences she gave hundreds of
oflds
oflas
gather for sunday meetings an american red cross worker assigned to boost troop
morale she carried her portable pump organ throughout the country eager to pro
vide music for church meetings soon after the war sister tate was instrumental in
reopening the philippines for official missionary work sheridan R sheffield A gen
uine pioneer in the philippines church news february 13
aine
1993 11 12
131993

ii the first latter day saint conference in the philippines
earl duerden is the blond fourth from the left on the second row
FIG
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FIG 12

baptism in the ocean at saipan
saifan summer

1945

U

latter day saints meeting in the base chapel at alameda naval air station near
san francisco evelyn fink second row far left expresses what were undoubtedly the
feelings of all those who attended such wartime gatherings either at home or abroad
we were all going through a trying time in our lives and found strength in meeting
FIG

13

and praying together

this small congregation received

an unexpected visit from elder

harold B lee how did he know about our little group sister fink later wrote
were the brethren in salt lake city mindful of usa
us7
us how wonderful it was that he
would come all the way from salt lake city to bless our little group with his presence
letter to saints at war archive from evelyn fink december 6 2001
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